
 

Stacey Brown 
Stacey Brown turned an accident into an artistic innovation. 

The one time graphic designer had, on the advice of his friend and 

mentor, artist Buchi Upjohn Aghaji, begun painting on glass rather than 

canvas, like the artists Brown met and worked with while visiting 

Senegal, West Africa in the late 90s’. 

Brown remembers having a few painted panes drying on his home 

studio floor one day when his romping eight year old daughter blew 

through the room and stepped on one, shattering it into several pieces.  

His initial anger didn’t prevent Brown from recognizing a thematic 

opportunity for his work. 

“I yelled at her for a minute, then I looked at it and said you know, that 

looks kinda neat,” Brown recalled. “I saw that when I put the pieces 

back together, it would be a really unique product, an analogy for our 

lives. We’re all broken people, but put the puzzle back together, we 

turn out to be better.” 

Born in Murfreesboro, NC, Brown has lived in Atlanta, Ga., since moving 

there in 1986 to study graphic design at the Art Institute of Atlanta. 

His first forays into the art scene, in the late ‘80s, involved creating 

graphic designs for several artists’ projects. Through them he 



discovered the emerging market for African-American art and decided 

to try his hand at it. 

Brown first showed his work at the 1999 Chicago African Festival of the 

Arts. Chicago remains a large market for his work, with several pieces in 

the permanent collection at Arthur Dixon Elementary School, thanks to 

former principal Joan Crisler, who encouraged artists by collecting their 

pieces and displaying them on the school walls. “You go to the school 

now, every floor is filled with art, so kids get an education and enjoy 

wonderful art in the space,” Brown said.  

Brown said he quickly learned the business of art, like how to build a 

market, by attending events like the Harlem Art Festival, the October 

Gallery Philadelphia, and the Tom Joyner cruise to grow his brand. 

While water colors are his first love, Brown’s oeuvre includes 

decorative commercial art and billboards for Atlanta restaurants Sweet 

Georgia Juke Joint and Farm Burger, a gourmet hamburger chain. 

Brown still does most of his fine art pieces on glass, reserving his work 

with water colors for when he wants to relax and change the pace. 

He works as the need and mood suits him, sometimes twelve hours at a 

stretch over several days, sometimes not for several days. “Sometimes I 

will go a week and just go fishing, do yard work, just allow my mind to 

relax and rejuvenate,” he said. 

Brown said his major themes at this point in his career are nature – he 

has had a love for the outdoors since childhood – and urban culture. 

“I try to capture and relive my life experiences in my work,” Brown said.  

“I paint a lot of nature themes, reminiscing about the time I spent in 



the North Carolina woods. That’s the part of me that comes out in the 

work.  

“Here in the city, when I see a scene that moves me, I take a picture, 

then come home and do a quick sketch that I can work from later,” he 

said.  

Brown has worked with the Mackey Twins for close to a decade. 

“They’re very professional, everyone loves them, and they have a gift 

for promoting and selling art,” he said. “They have that ‘it’ factor, 

people listen to what they say.” 

Brown lives in Atlanta’s West End neighborhood with his wife and 

business manager, Michele, and daughters Brianna and Alexis. 
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